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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent 
application submitted herewith. 

A summary/abstract translation of the non-English language references is 

enclosed. 



Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application as required by 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent 
applications. Applicant submits herewith copies of foreign and non-patents In 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2). 
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Applicants note that U.S. Patents Nos. 5,703.856 and 5,912,868 to Hayashi 
et al. claim priority from Japanese Application No. 6-190462 (Ref. BB); U.S. Patent No. 
6,366,548 to Ohyama claims priority from Japanese Application No. 10-297400 (Ref. 
BA); and U.S. Published Patent Application No. 2003/0072047 Al to Funato et al. 
claims priority from Japanese Application No. 2001-300051 (Ref. BC). 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, 
asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper 
hereafter filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 04-1 105, under 
Order No. 65902(70551 ). A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: July 14, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 
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JP-2000-123403A 


04-28-2000 
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JP-08-055363 A 
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JP-2003-109243A 


04-11-2003 


Ricoh Co Ltd 
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BD 


JP-2001 -155375 A 


06-08-2001 


Asahi Glass Co Ltd 








BE 


JP-2003-338078 A 


11-28-2003 


Matsushita Electric Ind Co Ltd 








BF 


JP-2001 -283456 A 


10-12-2001 
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BG 


JP-2003-317300A 
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Ricoh Co Ltd 
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Ricoh Co Ltd 
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